A NEW BALANCE OF POWER?
Mr. J-L. Garvin desires, a Germany which commands
the foreign policy of Poland. And the war would not
take place unless Japan were an ally-of Germany.
Russia would not probably be conquered, but she
might well be dismembered and her socialist govern-
ment destroyed. But the prospect of such a Nazi
Fascist triumph would threaten France, both in her
national aspect and as a democracy of Left tendencies,
more seriously than German power has ever threat-
ened her before. All the reasons which prompted her
to resist the growth of German power in 1914 would
be fortified by the present situation of the world. If
France, faithful to her alliance with Russia, entered
the war and was defeated, what becomes of 'our*
Rhine frontier? And if she does not enter she will
certainly be overcome, for her neutrality would ensure
the emergence of a Germany in a position to dictate to
France. With the disappearance of French defensive
power would, according to all current theories, go
our defensive power as well.
There is an alternative possibility.
Russia, having had her offers of co-operation with
the European democracies rejected, may as a means
of warding off alike the German and the Japanese
danger discover that after all the Fascist and Com-
munist regimes have much in common-and come
to a bargain with Germany, beginning with economic
understandings (which have already gone very far)
and going on from there to political understand-
ings. A Communist China and India which offered
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